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What should I already Know? 

Fire When substances combine chemically 
with oxygen from the air and typically 
give out bright light, heat, and smoke; 
combustion or burning. 

Smoke A visible suspension of carbon or other 
particles in air, typically one emitted from 
a burning substance. 

Burn The flame or glow while consuming a 
material. 

Smoulder To burn slowly with smoke but no flame. 

Flammable Catch fire easily. 

Combustible A combustible material is a solid or liquid 
than can be easily ignited and burned. 

Thatch  A roof with dry vegetation such as straw, 
water reed. 

Landmark An object or feature of a landscape or 
town that is easily seen and recognized 
from a distance, especially one that 
enables someone to establish their 
location. 

Suitable Right or appropriate for a particular 
person, purpose, or situation. 

Tudor 
period 

The period between 1485 and 1603. 

Sustainable Able to be maintained at a certain rate or 
level. 

Capital City The city or town that functions as the 
seat of government and administrative 
centre of a country or region. 

Monument A statue, building, or other structure 
erected to commemorate a notable person 
or event. 

What should I already Know? 
 That London is: 

 a place in the UK; 

 the capital city of the United Kingdom.  
 What bonfire night is. 

 What houses are built from now. 
 

Facts and Chronology 

 The Great Fire of London began in September, 1666. 
 It started in a bakery on Pudding Lane.  
 We know what happened after discovering the diary of 

Samuel Pepys.  
 Houses and other buildings used to be made from wood and 

many had straw roofs.  
 As a result of the fire, buildings are now made from bricks.  
 The fire burned for almost 4 days.  
 13,200 houses and 87 churches burned down.  
 More than 70,000 people were made homeless.  
 It took almost 50 years to rebuild the city. 
 
The gunpowder plot / bonfire night 
•  Guy Fawkes plotted to blow up the House of Lords on 5th 

November 1605. 
•  We have bonfire night on this day to remember the failed 

attempt.  
•  Guy Fawkes was from York, England.  
•  The plot was to kill James the first.  
•  An anonymous letter was found, warning people not to go to 

the House of Lords on this day which is why the attempt 
failed.  

•  It was Guy Fawkes’ job to light the gunpowder underneath 
the House of Lords.  



Question 1: When did the great fire of 
London start? 

Start of 
unit: 

End of 
unit: 

July, 1660   

September, 1666   

December 1866   

September 1990   

 

Question 4: What is Bonfire Night in 
memory of? 

Start of 
unit: 

End of unit: 

World War 2.    

The discovery of fire   

The death of members of the royal family   

The Gunpowder Plot   

 

Question 2: Where did the Great Fire of 
London start? 

Start of 
unit: 

End of 
unit: 

Buckingham palace   

Pudding Lane bakery   

In someone’s house   

Trafalgar Square   

 

Question 5: What did Guy Fawkes try to 
blow up? 

Start of 
unit: 

End of unit: 

Buckingham Palace   

The Tower of London   

The House of Lords    

Big Ben   
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Question 3: What has changed because of 
the Great Fire? 

Start of 
unit: 

 

End of 
unit: 

What houses and other buildings are made 
from. 

  

How many people are allowed in the kitchen 
at once. 

  

The way that bread has to be cooked.   

Fire fighters’ uniform and fire engines.    

Question 6: How do we know about the 
Great Fire in the first place? 

Start of 
unit: 

End of unit: 

The news showed it on the TV   

We read it in newspapers    

We found a diary that someone kept   

Photographs were found of it happening   


